
GOVERNMENT 19-9 

Chart 19.1 

The legislative process 
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Consideration of policy 
proposal in a subject-
matter committee and 
decision or recom­
mendation 

Cabinet confirmation of 
committee decision 

Cabinet confirmation of 
committee decision and 
Prime Minister's 
signature 

First reading of bill in 
either Senate or House 
of Commons (reading of 
title only, and bill 
ordered to be printed) 

Third reading of bill 
(debate and final 
approval) 

Introduction of bill in 
other House and same 
process (with minor 
variations) repeated 

Consideration of draft 
bill by Cabinet commit­
tee on legislation and 
house planning 

Second reading in same 
House (debate on prin­
ciple of bill; bill then 
referred to committee) 

The Governor General 
or her deputy (usually a 
judge of the Supreme 
Court) assents to bill in 
Senate Chamber in pre­
sence of members of 
both Houses 

Responsible Minister 
issues drafting instruc­
tion for legislation to 
Department of Justice 

Draft bill prepared by 
Department of Justice 
and approved by res­
ponsible Minister 

Consideration of a bill 
by appropriate commit­
tee (hearing of witnesses 
and clause by clause 
examination) 

Report stage (considera­
tion of committee report 
and any amendments 
made by committee) 


